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MEMORANDUM 


NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


URGENT ACTION 


March 5, 1975 


MEMORANDUM FOR: GENERAL SCOWCROFT 


FROM: 


SUBJECT: 


WILLIAM L. STEARMAN 


Communist Aid to North Vietnam 



Congressman Paul McCloskey, who will be meeting with the President 
this morning at 11:15, has been given a copy of CIA's unclassifii 
paper on Communist military aid (Tab B) — and has been s] the 
classified study upon which it is based. He may raise this : sr with 

the President. At Tab A are talking points which the Fresi< or the 

Secretary could use in the meeting, if necessary. 
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TALKING POINTS ON COMMUNIST AID TO NORTH VIETNAM * 

-• It should be noted that Communist economic aid to North Vietnam ' 

in 1974 was about twice that provided by the U. S. to South Vietnam, 

-- Communist deliveries of war materiel -- including transportation 
equipment --to North Vietnam now approximate that provided South 
Vietnam. 

--In calendar 1974, North Vietnam received about $300 millio 
in war materiel, and South Vietnam received about $338 million. 

Fiscal 1975 appropriations provide $268 million in war materiel for 
South Vietnam. 

-- South Vietnam actually needs considerably more war materiel than 
does North Vietnam. The South requires much larger forces to defend 
its areas and installations; whereas, with smaller forces, the Communists 
can attack at times and places of their choice. Moreover, Communist 
forces have record size stockpiles in the South, including enough 
ammunition to sustain 1972 offensive level operations for a year and 
a half. 

-- It is also important to note that 62% of our military aid to the 
South are support and delivery costs. Only about 25% of Communist 
aid is believed to be this category. Our delivery, overhead and other 
such costs are unavoidably much higher than those for Communist suppliers. 
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-- In any case, our estimates of Communist costs in this support 
category are not very good. We really do not know with any certainly 
how high the costs really are; however, our intelligence estimates of 
actual hardware deliveries, though not completely reliable, are much 
better than those for support costs. 
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